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Minutes of the Meeting of Ardington and Lockinge Parish Council 

Held 4th November 2025, 8:00pm at the Loyd-Lindsay Rooms 

Attendees  

James Vane-Tempest (Chairman) Councillor 

Derek Morrow (DM) Councillor 

Jo Noble (JN) Councillor 

Nicky Hancock (NH) Councillor 

Stephen Rudgard (SR) Councillor 

Jane Humphreys (JAH) Parish Clerk 

Gary Proudfoot  Chair of Ardington and Lockinge 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

Ardington & Lockinge Residents 2 

 

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr Hedgecock 

 

2. Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of interest, gifts, and hospitality 
None 

 

3.  Neighbourhood Plan – update on progress 
A report was presented by Gary Proudfoot, Chair of the Ardington and Lockinge 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  
Gary commented that this is the last time that residents can have a say on the 
Neighbourhood Plan and Design Code. The Steering Group expects that the next update 
will be at the Parish Council meeting in March 2026. Bluestone Consulting are concerned 
about the inclusion of a settlement boundary in the Neighbourhood Plan and believe that 
there has been insufficient evidence of engagement with the landowner on this issue. The 
Steering Group would like to thank the Lockinge Estate for producing flyers to be 
distributed around the villages and for printing hard copies of the Neighbourhood Plan 
and Design Code which will be available to view at the planned in-person sessions during 
the consultation period. 
 
“The Steering Group has now completed all the tasks required to proceed to the Pre-
submission Consultation stage of the Neighbourhood Plan. That consultation will 
commence tomorrow the 5th November until the 17th of December subject to the 
approval of this meeting. The Steering Group will be leafleting the Parish residents with 
the details of the Consultation process i.e. where the Plan and Design Code can be viewed 
and how residents can comment. Similarly businesses have been informed by e-mail. 
Responses to the pre-submission consultation will be treated in accordance with the Data 
Protection Policy of Ardington and Lockinge Parish Council. The Regulation 14 Consultation 
list was initially prepared by the Steering Group has been reviewed and approved by our 
advisor at the VoWH, Cheryl Soppet. The bodies on this list will be emailed by the Parish 
Council and alerted to the proposed neighbourhood plan and the consultation period. 
 
Pre-submission consultation is a very major milestone and we ask that any and all who 
wish to have their views considered read the Plan and Design Code and give feedback by 
whatever means they see fit. This will be the final opportunity to influence the content in 
the Plan. There will be three opportunities to view a printed copy of the Plan in the Loyd 
Lindsay Rooms, and the documents will also be available to be read at the Grocer Chef and 
the Boars Head. Everything for the pre-submission process will be available on the Parish 
Council website. Information has been posted on the village notice boards as to the 
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consultation process and how to view and respond. We cannot stress too much how 
important the community view is to our proposed Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
There is a suggested form for responses on the website, though people are free to respond 
in whatever way they feel most appropriate. 
 
Once the pre-submission consultation period is over the Steering Group will review any 
feedback has been received and revise the Plan and Design Code accordingly if the 
evidence is strong enough to support changes. 
 
The Steering Group has had a great deal of help from Bluestone Consulting to get us to 
this critical point and they are to be thanked for their efforts. We amended on their advice 
the detailed phrasing of some of the Policies in the Neighbourhood Plan that the Parish 
Council have seen previously, while retaining the intent. It now contains its appendices 
again as advised by Bluestone consulting.  
 
The Steering Group appreciates the grant of £500 from OCC, supplementing funds already 
budgeted by the Parish Council, to cover some of the immediate expected costs of carrying 
the Plan through to completion, assuming a satisfactory consultation process, which can 
be reported by the Clerk. 
 
I would like to thank Stephen Rudgard, in particular. Without his efforts getting the final 
documents ready for Pre-Submission Consultation, we could easily have slipped past the 
end of the year”. 
 
The Parish Council unanimously approved of the Neighbourhood Plan and Design Code 
and the start of the Pre-Submission Consultation. The PC thanked the Steering Group for 
their hard work over several months to get the plan to this stage. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that an application for £500 from the OCC Councillor Priority Fund as 
a contribution to the cost of completing the Neighbourhood Plan was approved by CCllr 
Hanna and submitted.  
 

The Ardington and Lockinge Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission Consultation 
opens on Wednesday 5th of November until Wednesday 17th December.  
Pre-Submission Consultation Ardington & Lockinge Parish Council - Ardington & Lockinge 
Parish Council, Ardington, Wantage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Clerk to 
email Cheryl 
Soppett 
regarding 
requirement for 
SEA 
 
 
 
 
Action: Clerk to 
create news 
item on website, 
issue email to  
Regulation 14 
bodies, forward 
online form 
responses to 
Gary as they are 
received 

4. Reports from a) County Councillor, b) District Councillor 
Cllr James had circulated a report prior to the meeting. 
A SESRO motion was presented to a packed Vale of White Horse District Council 
meeting. The SESRO Statutory Consultation is now open until 13th January. There 
are factsheets available on the consultation website. This is the last chance to 
respond prior to the submission of the Development Consent Order by Thames 
Water. The area impacted by SESRO has now increased to include land to the south 
of the railway line in Ardington Parish. This land is to create an area to be 
designated as the Project Priority Area for Biodiversity (PAB). Access to this site 
will be required via the A417 at the Ardington Wick junction and at Wood’s Farm 
Road in East Hendred as well as Featherbed Lane. There are now “red lines” on 
the plan which indicate the extent of the draft order limits. The plan is to divert a 
proportion of development traffic to use the A34 Milton interchange therefore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ardingtonandlockinge-pc.gov.uk/community/ardington-lockinge-parish-council-12543/pre-submission-consultation/
https://www.ardingtonandlockinge-pc.gov.uk/community/ardington-lockinge-parish-council-12543/pre-submission-consultation/
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SESRO may also impact Rowstock. Cllr James would encourage everyone to attend 
one of the Thames Water’s community events and respond. An event is being held 
at the Beacon in Wantage on the 26th of November, 2pm to 8pm. 
South East Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO) - Thames Water Strategic Resource 
Options 
Cllr James noted that OCC opposes the SESRO development but a recent meeting 
of OCC did not have time to discuss SESRO as the meeting was dominated by the 
Oxford Congestion Charge. 
Cllr James also noted that Oxfordshire councils need to submit their proposals on 
local government reorganisation to the government by the end of November. The 
Vale is opting for the 2 councils approach of Oxford and the Shires and Ridgeway 
Council.  
In terms or Devolution, only Oxfordshire CC can submit a response regarding the 
mayoral strategic authority. 
Cllr James was asked about a meeting held with the Lockinge Estate regarding 
footpaths within the parish that have been closed or partially closed. The Lockinge 
Estate referred to the risk of spraying fields overlapping the path and the need to 
protect the fragile chalk stream.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Cllr 
Vane-Tempest 
to contact 
Lockinge Estate 

5. Public Participation 
The Parish Council was pleased to welcome a local family to the meeting who 
gave a presentation on their plans to enhance the bus shelter opposite to the 
playground to create a small community reading corner. The family has 
volunteered to carry out the work themselves which would include the addition 
or one or two small book shelves, light cleaning and minor restoration work. The 
project may only require a small amount of funding to cover the costs of 
additional work and other materials to complete the project. 
The Parish Council agreed to this project in principle but would need to check if 
any permissions are required regarding the external signage proposed. The 
Parish Council would be happy to provide funding for this project. The PC will 
need to set a budget for this project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Clerk to 
check signage 
with Lockinge 
Estate. Budget 
yet to be agreed. 

6. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2025 
The minutes were approved by Councillors and signed by the Chair at the 
meeting.  

 

7. Update on progress from the previous minutes – nothing to report  

8. Finance -  for discussion and approval of the following items:  
a. Bank reconciliation – to review and approve bank reconciliation to 31st 

October 2025. Approved and signed by Cllr Vane-Tempest 
b. Invoices for payment or payments made – to approve payments 

already made since previous meeting and to consider invoices for 
payment. 

Payments     

Supplier/Invoice Purpose Net VAT Gross 

Unity Trust Service charges 6.00  6.00 

Unity Trust Service charges 6.00  6.00 

Lloyds Bank Charge card 3.00  3.00 

Lloyds Bank Charge card 3.00  3.00 

Scribe INV - 12446 Accounts software 12.00 2.40 14.40 

Scribe INV - 12882 Accounts software 12.00 2.40 14.40 

HugoFox INV- 17955 A&L website 9.99 2.00 11.99 

HugoFox INV-19568 A&L website 9.99 2.00 11.99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thames-sro.co.uk/projects/sesro/
https://thames-sro.co.uk/projects/sesro/
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White Horse Horticulture Grass cutting – August £430  £430 

White Horse Horticulture Grass cutting & playground 
maintenance - October 

£1,070  £1,070 

SLCC BK222969-1 Grant application training 
course 

£60 £12 £72 

SLCC BK222816-1 Playground development 
training (Cllr DM) 

£45 £9 £54 

SLCC BK222815-1 Playground development 
training (Clerk) 

£45 £9 £54 

CPC – 6098507 Maintenance supplies £15.09 £3.02 £18.11 

CPC - 6167653 Maintenance supplies £12.51 £2.50 £15.01 

Parish Residents Electricity Rebate £110  £110 

Clerk Clerk’s salary September £644.80  £644.80 

Clerk Clerk’s salary October £644.80  £644.80 

Total    £3,183.50 

Receipts     

Precept Second half of annual 
precept 

  9,309.50 

 
c. To note bank account balance at 31st October: £16,647.93 
d. Review of draft budget for 2025-26. A draft budget was circulated prior 

to the meeting which includes expenditure in 2026-27 to prepare to 
replace the playground equipment. The cost to replace the equipment 
will exceed the PCs reserves therefore external funding will be required. 
The playground lease will also need to be renewed.  An earmarked 
reserve will need to be created in anticipation that the PC may be 
required to pay for a proportion of the costs of replacing the playground 
equipment.  Community engagement will be required to find out the 
wishes of residents and the future requirements and design of the 
playground. The company which currently carries out the PC’s annual 
inspection also offers a service to test the extent of the wood decay. 
The cost of this test is £275 + VAT. It was agreed to request this test to 
determine the urgency of replacing the equipment. Cllr Rudgard 
commented that the Neighbourhood Plan surveys collated information 
on playground feedback from residents which he offered to distribute. 
The draft budget proposed an increase in the Precept of 10% to 
£20,481. A decision on the draft budget and Precept requirements for 
2026-27 will be taken at the January meeting following receipt of the 
wood resistance test report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Cllr 
Rudgard to 
distribute 
responses from 
the NH Plan 
surveys on the 
playground 
 
Action: Clerk to 
book wood 
resistance test 
with PlaySafety 
 
 
 

9. Planning Applications - to consider all recent applications received from the Vale 
of White Horse District Council and public consultations. There were no new 
planning applications to consider at this meeting but it was noted that 
amendments to P25/V1716/HH were submitted by the applicant in response the 
Parish Council’s comments and inline with the draft Ardington and Lockinge 
Design Code. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. Thames Water – SESRO – Statutory Consultation – 28th October to 13th January 
2026 
It was agreed that Cllrs Rudgard and Noble would attend the SESRO information 
event and report back to the PC. A decision on the PC’s response will need to be 

Action: Clerk to 
write to Thames 
Water 

https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/V1716/HH
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made before the next PC meeting in January as the consultation ends on the 
same date as the meeting. 

11.  Parish Matters 
 

a. Playground – (DM)  - the swings were installed on the 1st of October and 
all inspection related remedial work identified has now been carried out. 

b. Defibrillators and Street Lights – (DM) – all up to date, less than 10 years 
old but life span of a defibrillator unknown. Cllr Hancock to establish how 
frequently defibrillators need to be replaced. 

c. Highways Engagement – (DM) –  Cllr Morrow has reported a further issue 
with excess water on the Lockinge Road on FixMyStreet. 

d. Footpaths – (SR) – Cllr Rudgard to contact West Hendred group involved in 
challenging the closure of the paths within the parish. The group is to be 
invited to either present or prepare a report for the next PC meeting in 
January, dependent on timescales. 

e. Bins and littering – (Clerk) – the Clerk noted that a resident had contacted 
the PC to complain about the loss of a general waste bin at the eastern end 
of the woodland and resulting littering. A large dog waste bin has been 
installed at this site but the general waste bin has been removed. The Clerk 
inspected the site but could not see any issues with littering at the time of 
the inspection. 

f. Speed Limits – (JVT) -Cllr Vane-Tempest reported receiving a complaint 
from an Ardington resident regarding the new 20 mph speed limits in the 
village not being observed. The Clerk noted that the Highways Engagement 
Team may be able to advise on appropriate traffic management options. 

g. Public Transport – (NH) – a request had been received by a resident 
regarding the need to improve access to public transport in the villages. PC 
to consider benefits of joining Community First Oxfordshire 
https://communityfirstoxon.org/  

 

 
 
 
 
Action: Cllr 
Hancock to 
establish 
defibrillator life 
span 
 
Action: Cllr 
Rudgard to 
approach West 
Hendred 
residents about 
attending next 
A&L PC meeting 
to present 
proposals on 
PROW 
 
 
Action: Clerk to 
contact OCC 
Highways 
Engagement 
about traffic 
calming 
measures 
Action: Clerk to 
investigate 
benefits of PC 
becoming a 
member of CFO 
 

12. Membership of Working Groups and Sub-Committees 
  

 
The staffing sub-committee already exists, the planning sub-committee will be 
formed after the Neighbourhood Plan is finalised. A Finance Sub-Committee was 
also suggested. 
 

Working Group Members 

Please note that 
membership of 
working groups 
can include non-
councillors 

Emergency Plan Cllr Rudgard 

Neighbourhood Plan SG Cllr Morrow, Cllr Rudgard, 
Cllr Noble 

Playground Refurbishment Cllr Morrow, Clerk  

Street Lights Project Cllr Morrow, Clerk 

Oxfordshire Parish Council 
Liaison (“Oxfordshire Charter”) 

Cllr Vane-Tempest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: Clerk to 
obtain contact at 
West Hendred 
Parish Council 
(outstanding 
action from prior 
meeting) 

https://communityfirstoxon.org/
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Sub-committees Members 
Staffing Cllr Vane-Tempest, Cllr Hancock 

Finance Cllr Vane-Tempest, Cllr Hedgecock, Clerk 

Planning Cllr Morrow, Cllr Rudgard, Cllr Noble 

13. Training 
Ardington and Lockinge PC agreed to pay the OALC costs for the Clerk to 
complete the CiLCA qualification in 2026 (£325 + VAT). East Hendred PC have 
agreed to pay the SLCC qualification cost (£450). Cllr Rudgard to attend 
Councillor Fundamentals course. 

Dates Title Details 

Monday 10 November 2025 18:30 19:30 OALC: Councilors’ Forum – open 

to all Councillors – informal 

discussion 

Online – various dates and 

times available. FREE 

Tuesday 2nd December: 10am to 4pm OALC: Roles and 

Responsibilities 

In person, Benson, £115 + 

VAT 

Wednesday 3rd December: 1:30pm – 

3:00pm 

 

SLCC: Practical Advice for 

Owner / Operators of Public 

Play Spaces 

Cllr Morrow and Clerk attending 

Online - £45 + VAT 

Wednesday 7th January: 6:30pm to 9pm OALC: Councillor Fundamentals Online - £65 + VAT 

Thursday 22nd January 2026  

Tuesday 3rd March 2026  

Tuesday 12th May 2026  

Thursday 2nd July 2026  

CiLCA – Certificate in Local 

Council Administration 

OALC Training: £325 + 

VAT 

SLCC qualification: £450 

(no VAT) 
 

 
 
 
Action: Clerk to 
book Cllr 
Rudgard on 
OALC Councillor 
Fundamentals 
course, and to 
book CiLCA 
course 

14. Liaison Meetings 
Cllr Noble to attend Parish Transport Representatives meeting on 11th 
November. Cllrs Rudgard and Noble to attend SESRO Statutory Consultation and 
review response from PC.  
 

Date Title Details 

Tuesday November 11th  at 

1.30pm 

Parish Transport Representatives 

Meeting 
Quarterly meeting – 

online. 

Tuesday 18th November 

6:30pm to 8:30pm 

OCC: Community Climate 

Adaptation Workshops. Cllrs 

Noble & Rudgard attending 

Online - Teams 

Wednesday 26th November, 

2pm to 8pm 

Thames Water – SESRO Statutory 

Consultation 

The Beacon, Wantage 

 

 
 
 
 
 

15. Choice of items from this meeting for inclusion in the monthly email 
(Trumpeter), Facebook and the WhatsApp groups. A&L PC News item on the 
website. 
Advertising the Neighbourhood Plan Pre-submission Consultation on the website 
news section and FB.  

 

16. Dates of next meetings: The next Parish Council meeting will be Tuesday 13th 
January. Dates for the remainder of 2026-27 to be confirmed. 

 

 


