How to Assess a Local Green Space

START

ASSESS THE
POTENTIAL
LOCAL
GREEN SPACE
SITE

Is the site allocated for
development in the
Local Plan or other
relevant Plan?

OR
Does the site have
planning permission for
a use which would
conflict with a LGS
designation?

OUTCOME

Local Green Space
designation not normally
appropriate

- unless the proposed
development is no
longer capable of being
implemented

- or the approved
development would be
compatible with the
Local Green Space
designation.

QUESTIONS

Based on othe
criteria, where
would you consider
Local Green Spaces
are located?

2

Is the site already
subject to a protective
designation?

YES

-®

3
~/is the site within

reasonably close
proximity to the
community it serves
(usually under 1Tkm)?

-

@
-/ Is the site local in

character and not an
extensive fract of
land?

&

®
_/ Is the site

demonsirably special
fo the local
community? Will local
people support the

inclusion?

&

6
Qoes the site hold a

particular local
significance?
This includes value
relating to:
* Beauty
* Historic
* Recreation
* Tranquillity
* Wildlife

Using accepted
methodology to assess
each criteria as set out in
the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF)

o

YES

OUTCOME

Other alternatives to
Local Green Space
designation may be

more appropriate.

This may include a
separate policy or
inclusion within other
policies.

N

N
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OUTCOME

Consider designation
as Local Green Space

subject to more detailed site

specific assessment)




What is an Important View?

« In the context of neighbourhood planning, ‘Important
Views' refer to views or panoramas that are considered
significant to the character and quality of the area.

e These views can be either natural or built-environment
based

e They often contribute to the sense of place and amenity
within a community.

Can you Provide Examples of Important
Views?

Clearly this can be a subjective matter, but there are
criteria to set out what is or is not considered to be
‘important’. However, some generally accepted important
views often contain:

e Scenic vistas: Panoramic views of the countryside,
hills, or rivers. In this instance this could include the
North Wessex Downs.

 Historic landscapes: Views of significant buildings,
monuments, or archaeological sites.

 Parish Character and Built Form: Views of the villages
with their distinctive architecture and design.

o Natural features: Views of trees, woodlands, rivers, or
other natural elements that contribute to the area's
character. These have been identified in our Biodiversity
section

What Will Protection of these Views
Mean?

Once identified, important views will be protected through
neighbourhood plan policies and design codes. This may
involve:

 Limiting development that could obstruct or degrade the
view.

 Protecting significant trees and hedgerows and other
natural features that contribute to the visual quality of
the view.

» Maintaining existing public access to viewpoints and
their enhancement where appropriate.

» Educational initiatives: Raising awareness of the
importance of these views and encouraging their
appreciation.

QUESTIONS

Based on othe criteria,
where would you
consider important views
are located?

These can be countryside views or urban
views, particularly of heritage assets, but
must be public from roads and paths and
not private views.




Criteria for Identifying Important Views:

The Landscape Institute provides guidance for identifying important views in
neighbourhood plans. Key criteria include:

 Visual Quality: The view should possess exceptional visual appeal, offering a sense
of awe, wonder, or aesthetic pleasure.

 Distinctiveness: The view should be unique or rare, standing out from surrounding
landscapes due to its composition, elements, or cultural significance.

 Cultural or Historical Significance: The view may hold cultural or historical value,
being associated with significant events, people, or landmarks.

o Community Importance: The view should be valued by the local community, with
evidence of its significance in shaping the area's identity and character.

e Accessibility: The view should be accessible to the public, allowing for its
enjoyment and appreciation.

e Vulnerability: The view should be assessed for its susceptibility to change or
development pressures. Views that are particularly vulnerable to negative impacts
may require additional protection.

Visual Sensitivity of Viewpoint
Level of
Sensitivity Definition of Sensitivity Examples

Views from important landscapes (as shown below) where appreciation of affected views may be the
HIGH principal activity.

Residential properties.

Views from Public Right of Ways, cycle frails, public open space or regionally/ local important

e landscapes where attention may be focused on an affected view.
LOW Views from roads and railways which are transient due to travelling through the landscape. Places of

work or commercial properties, where attention is unlikely to be focused on affected views.




Local Heritage

What Are Listed Buildings?

e Grade I: Buildings of exceptional interest,
often unique or nationally important.

e Grade lI:x Buildings of particular national
importance, demonstrating special
architectural or historical interest.

e Grade lI: Buildings of special interest,
warranting preservation.

Historic England provides a comprehensive
database of listed buildings in England, including
their grade, location, and historical significance.
You can search for listed buildings in your area
using their online database:

https://historicengland.org.uk/

What Are Non-Designated Heritage
Assets?

In addition to these, the community can propose
locally significant heritage assets, known as
non-designated heritage assets. These can be
buildings, monuments, sites, place or
landscapes with significance to be noted in
planning decisions.

The criteria for designation is shown on the
adjacent table.

How is Asset Identification Helpful?

The identification of these can be used to
develop policies within the neighbourhood plan
to protect and enhance non-designated heritage
assets.

It can enable design guidelines that allow for
sensitive development or extension.

The status will be taken into account as a
material consideration within planning
applications that may affect the area or the
surrounding environment.

QUESTIONS

Based on the criteria are there
any non-designated heritage
assets in the area?
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Criteria for Assessing Non-Designated Heritage Assets Sites

5

Does the structure exhibit a special design value - as currently
built, does its condition include locally specific styles, materials,
innovative or decorative consiruction or any other distinctive
characteristics?

YES

No further action

S

A building or buildings which contributes to a group of Listed
Buildings. Or

%

Group 9 Groups of non listed siructures with a clear spatial, design or
functional relationship. For example a terrace, formally laid out No further action
\ / village green, square or a traditional farmstead.
( %
Archaeolo Above-ground industrial, agricultural or other structures where the
9y evidence base is compelling on a local scale.
No further action
U
[ \ Structures relating to locally important and formally designed
Designed ) landscapes, which could include parks and gardens e.g.
Landscape fountains, memorials, ha-ha'’s, avenues of frees and formally
K j planted tree groups. No further action
Landmark Evidence of communal or historical association or high visual
ﬁ impact such that it is obvious as a landmark within the Parish e.g.
Status a village pump, well, gateway or milestone or similar. No further action
As-built structures which stand out as uncommon in the area but
Rarity which represent local tradition in terms of local characteristics
\ ) and distinctiveness. No further action
( \ Buildings and structures which can be clearly distinguished by use
Local ) of local materials, style, use or association with a local industry or
Distinctiveness activity e.g. the former brewery, boathouses associated with the

\_

J

Thames

No further action

S

-

Documentary

N

=

Interest enhanced by a significant contemporary or historic
written record e.g. referenced in locally specific heritage

%

No further action

&

'

No further action

S

Communal Value

\_

J

=

SULLEIES recording, works of literature, poetry or similar
Historic The value of a local heritage asset may be enhanced by links to
Association important figures or events
Social and Important local places which are a source of local identity and

distinctiveness. This could include areas for social interaction
which hold important memories

%

No further action

-

Intactness

&

~

J

=)

Structures in essentially ‘as built' condition will have greater
significance than those heavily altered

YES

No further action

JK;

OUTCOME

Consider Status as
Non-Designated
Heritage Asset




Design

What is a Design Code?

A design code sets out a number of rules for
new developments in a simple concise and
illustrated way which is specific to your parish
area.

They are often divided into different elements
such as codes for household and small scale
development, for businesses or for large scale
development for example.

These are based on the an analysis of the
character of an area and identifying what
makes it special or appealing. These elements
along with a series of other factors are used to
create a Code which is specific to your local
area.

The Design Code and any Character Appraisal
of the Parish would be based on the National
Design Guide which was published in 2019 and
National Model Design Code in 2020. Whilst a
lot guidance in the documents relates to a
more urban environment than the Plan Area,
there is also lot of guidance that can be used at
Parish level. In general, they set out the
characteristics of well designed places and
demonstrates what good design means in
principle and in practice.

Who Will Use it?

It is intended to be used by local authorities in
determining applications and by the Parish
Council and the local community in responding
to proposals.

It is equally important for applicants and
developers when drawing up their proposals
allowing them to understand and establish
design expectations.

Why do we Need it?

It is really important that we retain the elements
of the Parish which make it unique and so
valued by our community.

A Character Appraisal and Design Code
identifies the key elements of design and
appearance of buildings in the Parish including
their materials, which is extremely important.
As is how they are laid out around our green
spaces, our mature trees and hedgerows.

This updates any previous work undertaken.

How Have we Responded to
Climate Change?

With VOWHDC having declared a Climate
Emergency, a section of the Design Code

would look at sustainability and climate change
for new development.

This would be undertaken through a number of
different methods including:

» Responsive design

» Using the individual site characteristics
(such as maximising sun and shade)

o Use of thermally efficient materials and
design of buildings

» Rainwater harvesting and greywater
recycling

e Renewable energy technologies

The appropriateness of each will depend on

location and other factors such as landscape
and heritage designations for example.





